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The Weekly Messenger –June 20, 2010

Saturday Vespers 6:00 PM

.  Sunday Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM

Gospel – St. Matthew 8:5-13 Epistle –Romans 6:18-23
Commemorations for the living: Priest Athanasious, Matushka Evelyn, all Fathers of the Parish, John, Kim, Sylvia, Katherine, Susan, Joseph, Joseph, Rebecca, Mary, Paula, Denise, Frank, Mabel, Andrea, Kayla, Linda, Pandeli, Jorgaq, Eric, Julia, Pandeli, Diane, the all servicemen in the Persian Gulf, especially, Steven, Jordan, Alex, Bruce, and Matthew

Commemorations for the Departed: Deacon Steven, Jorgaq, Illi, and the departed of his family, Louis, Olga, William, Jeanne, all departed Fathers, the recently departed servants of God Archpriest John, Katherine, Cathryn, and those servicemen who have fallen asleep in the Lord in the service of their Country.

If you wish to have someone remembered in prayer, please let Fr. Matthew know (preferably with a handwritten note prior to the start of Liturgy) the names you wish to remember. Please specify whether you wish them remembered among the living, or the departed.

Greeter –


Coffee Hour –  Anderson Family

General Confession – Next General Confession will be on July 10

Sunday June 20 – Divine Liturgy 10AM, followed by 40 day Memorial for Cathryn Anderson

Sunday July 11 – Divine Liturgy 10AM followed by 40 day memorial for Katherine Detskas

Annual Golf Outing – will be Sept. 19, 2010 after Liturgy. See Donna Dimitri for details.

St. Maximus says “The mind falls from familiarity with God, whenever it consorts with evil and foul thoughts.”

Stewardship progress – At the present time, 112 people have made a Pledge to St. John Chrysostom Parish, and we are approaching our dollar total goal. We still need your help in reaching our goal, especially since there were 133 Pledges last year. Could you reach out and help St. John Parish with your Pledge if you have not as yet made a Pledge?

Anniversary Celebration – Roxanne and Jim Ghicondey would like to invite everyone to help celebrate their 50th anniversary with a Many Years at Liturgy, and a luncheon at the Coffee hour on June 27th. 

Preparing for Confession  These are some of the things you can do to get ready before coming to Confession:

1.Think about how you have behaved, what you have done wrong, and how you can be better.  Use the Examination of Conscience to help you remember how you may have disobeyed God and you family and friends.  Do not use the list only; try to look at you own life to see other ways in which you may have sinned.

2.Read, if you can, the Prayers before Confession ‑ at home or in Church.

3.When you come to the Church, first say your prayers, then wait for the priest to come out to hear your confession.  The Priest will stand by a table on which there will be a Gospel or a Cross, or both.  Go up to the priest, kiss the Gospel and Cross.  The Priest will tell you in a few words how he wants you to confess your sins.  Try to remember the main ways in which you have been disobedient or have behaved badly.  When you are finished, the priest will talk to you and help you to see how you can live in a better way.

4.When you have nothing more to confess and have asked God to forgive you, the Priest will place his epitrakhil (stole on your head and pray to God to forgive you for your sins).  After he has finished the prayer and made the blessing upon you head, stand, make the sign of the Cross and kiss the Gospel or Cross again.  The Priest will give you his blessing ‑ you kiss his hand ‑ and you can then return to your place in the Church.

Monthly Giving – June monthly giving is for paper cups. Think of your Church next time at the store.

Our Relationship With God

Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ taught the Apostles everything necessary for our Belief, the form and practice of the Church. In John 6, Jesus says,  “I am the Bread of life”, and with this, He promises all that we need for life – here and in Eternal Life with God in Heaven. Our Lord also gave to His Holy Church, the Divine Liturgy wherein we may actually participate IN God through reception of Holy Communion. The Eucharist (thanksgiving) is not only the centerpiece of the Divine Liturgy, but it IS the most perfect way human beings can participate directly in God. The Eucharist binds us to Christ. The practice in the Early Church was daily reception of the Eucharist (i.e. – daily Bread). We see this in Acts 2:46.

What most of us are not aware of or we simply cannot, or will not recognize (hear, see, or feel), is the presence of God all around us, within us, and acting on us. He whole purpose of our gathering at the Divine Liturgy is to sharpen our senses and refocus our life on God rather than the other things we may place in high priority in our lives. God exerts his energy on us so much every day, and yet many do not even recognize the impact of His Energy on us and our lives. Prayer helps us refocus, Confession “cleans the slate”, and the Divine Liturgy helps us to become intimate with God. Don’t pass up these opportunities.

Sts Peter and Paul will be celebrating their 90th anniversary, and would like to invite everyone at St. Johns to the anniversary banquet at noon on June 27th at the Four Points by Sheraton Philadelphia Northeast, 9461 Roosevelt Blvd Philadelphia. Flyers are available for your information

Board Meeting – The next Board meeting will be Monday July 12 at 7PM’








