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The Weekly Messenger –June 27, 2010

Saturday Vespers 6:00 PM

.  Sunday Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM

Gospel – St. Matthew 8:5-13 Epistle –Romans 6:18-23
Commemorations for the living: Priest Athanasious, Matushka Evelyn, all Fathers of the Parish, John, Kim, Sylvia, Katherine, Susan, Joseph, Joseph, Rebecca, Mary, Paula, Denise, Frank, Mabel, Andrea, Kayla, Linda, Pandeli, Jorgaq, Eric, Julia, Pandeli, Diane, the all servicemen in the Persian Gulf, especially, Steven, Jordan, Alex, Bruce, and Matthew

Commemorations for the Departed: Deacon Steven, Jorgaq, Illi, and the departed of his family, Louis, Olga, William, Jeanne, all departed Fathers, the recently departed servants of God Archpriest John, Katherine, Cathryn, and those servicemen who have fallen asleep in the Lord in the service of their Country.

If you wish to have someone remembered in prayer, please let Fr. Matthew know (preferably with a handwritten note prior to the start of Liturgy) the names you wish to remember. Please specify whether you wish them remembered among the living, or the departed.

Greeter –


Coffee Hour –  Ghicondey family

General Confession – Next General Confession will be on July 10

Annual Golf Outing – will be Sept. 19, 2010 after Liturgy. See Donna Dimitri for details.

St. Maximus says “The mind falls from familiarity with God, whenever it consorts with evil and foul thoughts.”

Stewardship progress – At the present time, 112 people have made a Pledge to St. John Chrysostom Parish, and we are approaching our dollar total goal. We still need your help in reaching our goal, especially since there were 133 Pledges last year. Could you reach out and help St. John Parish with your Pledge if you have not as yet made a Pledge?

Anniversary Celebration – Roxanne and Jim Ghicondey would like to invite everyone to help celebrate their 50th anniversary with a Many Years at Liturgy, and a luncheon at the Coffee hour on June 27th. 

Monthly Giving – June monthly giving is for paper cups. Think of your Church next time at the store.

Sts Peter and Paul will be celebrating their 90th anniversary, and would like to invite everyone at St. Johns to the anniversary banquet at noon on June 27th at the Four Points by Sheraton Philadelphia Northeast, 9461 Roosevelt Blvd Philadelphia. Flyers are available for your information

Board Meeting – The next Board meeting will be Monday July 12 at 7PM’

Summer Sunday School begins – TODAY! All youngsters are invited to attend through the Summer to learn even more about their relationship with God, and how important that is for life. Come and see.

St. Thekla - St. Thekla is called "The Protomartyr among Women." Usually we think of a martyr as someone who has died for Christ. Yet St. Thekla lived to a ripe old age and died a peaceful death. So what does "martyr" mean in her case? The word martyr is a Greek word, which means witness. A Christian martyr, therefore, is someone who witnesses to Christ in his or her life.

. First, she spurned paganism—and the society it created—and accepted Christ. We might be tempted to say here, "We don’t live in a pagan society, so this does not apply to us." But in reality, what is a pagan society but one in which other deities are worshipped? Can we honestly say that our American society worships the one, true God? Probably not. We live in a society dominated by the media, where the appellation "Christian" applied to a politician, entertainment or other public figure usually is offered in a pejorative and demeaning tone. How do we teach our daughters to respond to this? Do they have to hide being a Christian to avoid ridicule or even persecution in school? Or have we taught them to courageously stand up for their beliefs and to be unashamed of being a Christian? In many places our daughters are being assailed for being Christians and for having Christian values, standards, and morals. 

It is not so far-fetched to say that we live in a kind of pagan society where the deities of money, power, sex, drugs, violence, and immorality are being preached and worshipped daily. We need to fortify our daughters, to steel them against these unchristian standards, and lead them to emulate St. Thekla in her steadfastness in repelling the relentless onslaughts against her and in her firm resolve to proclaim Christ as her Lord and Savior.








