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The Weekly Messenger –July 4, 2010

Saturday Vespers 6:00 PM

.  Sunday Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM

Gospel – St. Matthew 9:1-8 Epistle –Romans 12:6-14
Commemorations for the living: Priest Athanasious, Matushka Evelyn, John, Kim, Sylvia, Katherine, Susan, Joseph, Joseph, Rebecca, Mary, Paula, Denise, Frank, Mabel, Andrea, Kayla, Linda, Pandeli, Jorgaq, Eric, Julia, Pandeli, Diane, the all servicemen in the Persian Gulf, especially, Steven, Jordan, Alex, Bruce, and Matthew

Commemorations for the Departed: Deacon Steven, Jorgaq, Illi, and the departed of his family, Louis, Olga, William, Jeanne, the recently departed servants of God Archpriest John, Katherine, Cathryn, and those servicemen who have fallen asleep in the Lord in the service of their Country.

If you wish to have someone remembered in prayer, please let Fr. Matthew know (preferably with a handwritten note prior to the start of Liturgy) the names you wish to remember. Please specify whether you wish them remembered among the living, or the departed.

Greeter –


Coffee Hour –  Ilirjan and Fiori Papa, in honor of Fiori’s nameday (Paula)

General Confession – Next General Confession will be on July 10

Greg Costa Annual Golf Scramble – will be Sept. 19, 2010 after Liturgy. See Donna Dimitri for details.

St. Maximus says “The mind falls from familiarity with God, whenever it consorts with evil and foul thoughts.”

Stewardship progress – At the present time, 117 people have made a Pledge to St. John Chrysostom Parish, and we are approaching our dollar total goal. We still need your help in reaching our goal, especially since there were 133 Pledges last year. Could you reach out and help St. John Parish with your Pledge if you have not as yet made a Pledge?

Monthly Giving – July monthly giving is coffee. Think of your Church next time at the store.

Board Meeting – The next Board meeting will be Monday July 12 at 7PM’

Summer Sunday School has begun– All youngsters are invited to attend through the Summer to learn even more about their relationship with God, and how important that is for life. Come and see.

Blood Pressure Clinic – will be today during Coffee Hour

St. Kalliope

St. Kalliope (Calliope, Kalliopi) was a beautiful girl who was determined to obey Christ. She was 21 and unmarried, which was unusual in that time, especially for one so lovely. Then a pagan suitor became very aggressive and would not accept her refusal. She said that she would not marry him because he was a pagan and she would not marry him even if he converted, as she could not trust the sincerity of such a conversion. He persisted and determined that if he could not have her, no one would. He brought her to trial and paid false witnesses to accuse her of treason and mockery of the pagan religion. He offered to drop the charges if she would accept paganism and marry him, otherwise she would be subject to torture. To this, Kalliope boldly confessed her faith in Christ and said that the only mockery going on was the trial itself. She was then publicly flogged. They burned her face with branding irons and poured salt in her open wounds. They offered to spare her life if she disavowed Christ. She remained steadfastly faithful to her heavenly Bridegroom and surrendered her life in the year 250.

Philokalia – what is it?
Too often in modern western Christianity the focus seems to be on the outer works of Christian charity with little regard to the inner being.  For most American Protestants today Spirituality consists of a social agenda including work in various charitable enterprises, soup kitchens and other similar activities.  While these are noble external Christian acts, there is generally no internal preparation apart from some form of daily prayer and Bible study at Church.  

 It is interesting to examine the spirituality of Western Christianity through the Medieval period up to modern times and see virtually no mystical spiritual expressions designed to guide the believer to the inner places of encounter with God in any way as completely as did the Philokalia. Western spirituality is primarily concerned today with works in this world or adopting a set of externals to the attainment of "spirituality".  The Charismatic movement today claims to be in search of a close relationship with God.  Externals such as praying "in tongues", prophecy, and raising hands have taken the place of a true union of the heart with God.  The Charismatic movement would find more Charisma than they could handle in Eastern Christianity and mystical theology, especially in the works of the Fathers of the Philokalia.  Over time it seems that Western Christianity has come close to some aspects of the works of the Fathers of the Philokalia, however, this collection remains unique in Christian Spirituality.

We need Coffee Hour Sponsors – You may notice there are some vacancies on the Coffee Hour sign up sheet in the next few weeks and beyond. Since it is Summer, and attendance is a bit lighter, you might consider a Summer Coffee Hour where your expenses may be a bit lighter. You may also consider sponsoring a Coffee Hour in honor of a family member’s nameday.








