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The Weekly Messenger –July 11, 2010

Saturday Vespers 6:00 PM

.  Sunday Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM

Gospel – St. Matthew 9:27-35 Epistle –Romans 15:1-7
Commemorations for the living: Priest Athanasious, Matushka Evelyn, John, Kim, Sylvia, Katherine, Susan, Joseph, Joseph, Rebecca, Mary, Paula, Denise, Frank, Mabel, Andrea, Kayla, Linda, Pandeli, Jorgaq, Eric, Julia, Pandeli, Diane, the all servicemen in the Persian Gulf, especially, Steven, Jordan, Alex, Bruce, and Matthew

Commemorations for the Departed: Deacon Steven, Jorgaq, Illi, and the departed of his family, Louis, Olga, William, Jeanne, the recently departed servants of God Archpriest John, Katherine, and those servicemen who have fallen asleep in the Lord in the service of their Country.

If you wish to have someone remembered in prayer, please let Fr. Matthew know (preferably with a handwritten note prior to the start of Liturgy) the names you wish to remember. Please specify whether you wish them remembered among the living, or the departed.

Greeter –


Coffee Hour –  

General Confession – Next General Confession will be on July 10

Greg Costa Annual Golf Scramble – will be Sept. 19, 2010 after Liturgy. See Donna Dimitri for details.

St. Maximus says “The mind falls from familiarity with God, whenever it consorts with evil and foul thoughts.”

Stewardship progress – At the present time, 117 people have made a Pledge to St. John Chrysostom Parish, and we are approaching our dollar total goal. We still need your help in reaching our goal, especially since there were 133 Pledges last year. Could you reach out and help St. John Parish with your Pledge if you have not as yet made a Pledge?

Monthly Giving – July monthly giving is coffee. Think of your Church next time at the store.

Board Meeting – The next Board meeting will be Monday July 12 at 7PM’

Summer Sunday School has begun– All youngsters are invited to attend through the Summer to learn even more about their relationship with God, and how important that is for life. Come and see.

We need Coffee Hour Sponsors – You may notice there are some vacancies on the Coffee Hour sign up sheet in the next few weeks and beyond. Since it is Summer, and attendance is a bit lighter, you might consider a Summer Coffee Hour where your expenses may be a bit lighter. You may also consider sponsoring a Coffee Hour in honor of a family member’s nameday.

An excerpt from an article on Church Behavior by Fr. David Barr

Lighting Candles  Lighting candles is an important part of Orthodox worship. We light them as we pray, making an offering to accompany our prayers. Orthodox typically light candles when coming into the Church - and that is usually the best time to light them, but there are times when candles should not be lit. It is not proper to light candles during the Epistle or Gospel readings, during the Little or Great Entrances, the sermon, and most of the times when the faithful are standing. If you find yourself arriving to Church after the Liturgy has begun, a good rule of thumb to remember is - if everyone is standing, wait until they are sitting to light a candle (unless they are sitting for the sermon, of course). Other than that it is probably all right to light a candle.
Entering the Church (Late)  The time to arrive at Church is before the service starts, but for some unknown reason, it has become the custom — or rather the bad habit — for some to come to Church late. If you arrive after the Divine Liturgy begins, try to enter the Church quietly — and observe what is happening. If the Epistle or Gospel is being read or the Little or Great Entrance is taking place, wait until it is finished to quickly find a seat. If Father is giving the sermon, stay in the back until he has concluded. If in doubt, check with one of the ushers to see if it is a good time to seat yourself. Try not to interrupt the Liturgy with your entrance. By the way, the best way to avoid this problem is to arrive on time — then you don’t have to wonder if it’s okay to come in or not. 

Leaving Before Dismissal  Leaving Church before the Dismissal - besides being rude-deprives us of a Blessing. Worship has a beginning (“Blessed is the Kingdom…”) and an end (“Let us depart in peace…”). To leave immediately after Communion is to treat Church like a fast food restaurant where we come and go as we please. We live in a fast-paced world where we seem to be hurrying from place to place. But in God’s presence, we need to make every attempt to fight this pressure to move on to the next thing on the day’s agenda. We deprive ourselves of blessings by not being still and participating in God’s holiness. Eat and run at McDonald’s — but stay in Church and thank God for his precious gifts.







