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The Weekly Messenger –September 25, 2011

Saturday Vespers 6:00 PM

.  Sunday Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM

Gospel – St. Luke 5:1-11 6:17-23 Epistle 2Cor. 4:6-15, Gal. 5:22-6:2
Commemorations for the living: Bishop Nikon, Priest Athanasious, Matushka Evelyn, Elizabeth, The newborn Julian, Mary, Katherine, Kathy, Marcina, Katherine, Joseph, Joseph, Nicholas, Rebecca, John, Marguerite, Frank, Andrea, Linda, Pandeli, Jorgaq, Eric, Julia, Pandeli, Diane, and, all, the servicemen especially, Alex, Steven, David, and Matthew

Commemorations for the Departed: Archbishop Dimitri, Protodeacon Simeon, Deacon Steven, Lillian, Suzzanne, Angelina, and Christopher. Recently departed Kayla, Quirako, Paula, Jorgaq, Illi, and the departed of his family, Olga, William, Jeanne, and those servicemen who have fallen asleep in the Lord in the service of their Country.

If you wish to have someone remembered in prayer, please let Fr. Matthew know (preferably with a handwritten note prior to the start of Liturgy) the names you wish to remember. Please specify whether you wish them remembered among the living, or the departed.

Upcoming Liturgical Events – 

Coffee Hour-   One year memorial for Lillian Hartman
Oct 2 Ladies Society Memorial

General Confession – Next General Confession will be on October 1
September Giving: Help the Sunday School get off to a good start! Juice boxes, small water bottles, and snacks. We could also use a ream of copy paper. Your donation of these items helps keep our costs down. 

St. Maximus says –“ Purify your mind of anger, resentment, and shameful thoughts, and then will you be able to know the presence of Christ.” It is a basic truth that if we fill our mind with dark and sinful things like anger and resentment or shameful thoughts, then there is no room for Christ. If we allow ourselves to be taken over with such darkness, we truly block the light of Christ from penetrating our souls and minds. Darkness and sinfulness (anger resentment, and shameful thoughts among other things) have no place in a Christ Centered life.

Adult Education in the Fall – Many of our Parishioners have indicated they would like to know more about the Divine Liturgy. Three years ago we had several neighborhood sessions going over the Liturgy. In response to the current interest, I have already secured two locations for these sessions, and will try for one more, plus our home for our New Jersey Parishioners. I have already begun the work on expanding what  we covered in the past, for an even more fascinating program. Look for more information as time draws closer to the start of the new Church year.
Parish Annual Meeting and elections – will be Sunday Oct. 30, 2011. If there is anyone wishing to run for the Board, please contact the nominating committee (Peter Ghicondey or Fr. Matthew). To advise them of your desire.

GOD  DOESN'T  TAKE A VACATION 

 
All of us find reasons to take time off from God's work or our  prayer  schedule  or  Church attendance or just being the kind of person God wants  us to be.  We think that  we  need  a break from God in the summer because we are too tired.  We feel our emotions  need recharging with a vacation.  We do need time to do different things in our  daily  routine.  What we often forget is that in doing these different things in our  daily routine, we cannot put God out of our life as well. We should not put God out of our lives any more than we would any one else we love and care for such as our spouse, children or very close friends. We may leave our jobs behind  when  we go on vacation, but we cannot leave God behind as well.  We need to continue  to  pray (ie converse with God) and read Scripture as well as constantly ask the question - "will God  be  pleased  if  I do this?"  Asking that question prior to actions, thoughts or spoken  words helps us to prod our conscience and make us more receptive to listening to  what  God has to say to us about our intended actions.  

What would happen if God might think ‘aw, I just don’t feel like doing things to help the humans today, or this week, or this Summer.’ Suppose God decided to “go to the shore” this weekend? Perhaps the Sun will not rise, the air will no longer shed forth for our breathing, the devil might have a field day ruining our lives and removing us farther away from God than we have already placed ourselves “on vacation”.

Fortunately God doesn’t take a vacation, and is always there to provide for our well being. 







