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The Weekly Messenger –October 9, 2011

Saturday Vespers 6:00 PM

.  Sunday Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM

Gospel – St. Luke 7:11-16, John 10:9-16 Epistle 2Cor. 6:16-7:1, Heb. 7:26-8:2
Commemorations for the living: Bishop Nikon, Priest Athanasious, Matushka Evelyn, Elizabeth, The newborn Julian, Mary, Katherine, Kathy, Marcina, Katherine, Joseph, Joseph, Nicholas, Rebecca, John, Marguerite, Frank, Andrea, Linda, Pandeli, Jorgaq, Eric, Julia, Pandeli, Diane, and, all, the servicemen especially, Alex, Steven, David, and Matthew

Commemorations for the Departed: Archbishop Dimitri, Protodeacon Simeon, Deacon Steven,. Recently departed Olga, Kayla, Quirako, Paula, Jorgaq, Illi, and the departed of his family, Olga, William, Jeanne, and those servicemen who have fallen asleep in the Lord in the service of their Country.

If you wish to have someone remembered in prayer, please let Fr. Matthew know (preferably with a handwritten note prior to the start of Liturgy) the names you wish to remember. Please specify whether you wish them remembered among the living, or the departed.

Upcoming Liturgical Events – 

Coffee Hour-  Bendo Family
October 16 – Zoidus Family
General Confession – Next General Confession will be on November 5
Sat Oct 22 -   Halloween Party - 4-7pm - $5.00 admission -Church hall - Games & prizes & refreshments. This is fun for everyone!

St. Maximus says –“ Either the demons tempt us themselves, or they equip those who do not fear the Lord to work against us. When it is the demons themselves when we are alone, away from others, just as they tempted the Lord in the desert. The demons work through others when we associate with them, as they tempted the Lord through the Pharisees. It is for us to look to our model, (Jesus Christ) and beat them back on both fronts.” 

Giving for October is small paper plates - no styrofoam
Adult Education in the Fall – Many of our Parishioners have indicated they would like to know more about the Divine Liturgy. Three years ago we had several neighborhood sessions going over the Liturgy. In response to the current interest, I have already secured two locations for these sessions. 
The first session will be in Elkins Park at the home of Drs. Pierre Chanoine & Reem Tarazi on October 28. Their address is: 512 ST. James Place, Elkins Park

The second session will be at our home on Nov. 5. We are at 207 Myrtle Ave. Turnersville, NJ, and the third session will be at the home of Edmund and Veronica Bitri 
Parish Annual Meeting and elections – will be Sunday Oct. 30, 2011. The Nominating Committee has a slate of candidates as follows: Linda Kosta, Steve Ghicondes, Michael Dardaris, Anatol Kondili, Betty Subashi, Donna Dimitri, Peter Ghicondey.
Why is the Divine Liturgy and Holy Communion So Important?

The Divine Liturgy is the liturgical structure by which Holy Communion comes from God to us. We call the Liturgy Divine, even Holy because it is the Sacred Action of God which brings Him to us. Imagine, God acts, and brings Himself to us. This is a supreme act of  Love, by the Supreme Creator of all. We have no choice but to look upon the Divine Liturgy, this miraculous action of God, as both Holy and Divine.

When each of us enters the Holy Temple, our Parish Church, we must do it with respect, reverence, and love. Many of us enter reverently, and we go about venerating the Icons, asking God’s Blessing repeatedly, and acknowledging the Holiness of the Church by our very actions. The Church therefore is a Sacred place. In the tradition of some Orthodox Churches throughout the world, the believers remove their shoes before entering the Sacred Church. They do not wish to bring the commonness of the street, into the Sacred, and Holy Church. Serbian Priests have a special pair of shoes in the Sanctuary that they wear only there for the celebration of the Holy and Divine Services of the Church.

Holy Communion is the ultimate and Sacred Gift from God to His people. As the name Communion implies, it is God sharing himself with us. After nearly 40 years of Ordained service to the Church, I am always in awe of the moments when I partake of Holy Communion, or hold the Precious Body of Our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ. God really loves us, in an unconditional way that we may never imitate, and Holy Communion is the ultimate sign of that Love. 








